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���v�Ç���(�������������l�����v�����•�µ�P�P���•�Ÿ�}�v�•�������}�µ�š�����}�v�š���v�š�����v�����o���Ç�}�µ�š���(�}�Œ���(�µ�š�µ�Œ�������Œ�}���l�•���]�•�����o�Á���Ç�•���Á���o���}�u�����X 
However, the editor reserves the right to peruse such feedback at his leisure and then completely ignore it. 

The Croak is edited and compiled by: 
Jon Manley (the “dickensian” one!) 

Death in High Heels  
By Richard Harris 

24—29 April 2017 Directed by Cora Gant 

Role Age(ish) 
Male 
Frank Bevan (a ladies’ man, the boss) .......................... 40 to 60 
Dorian Pouvier (camp, showroom manager) ................ 40 to 60 
�/�v�•�‰�����š�}�Œ�����Z���Œ�o���•�Á�}�Œ�š�Z���~�]�v�À���•�Ÿ�P���Ÿ�v�P���}�8�����Œ�• .............. 30 to 50 
Female 
�/�Œ���v���������•�š���~���Œ�]�•�l�U�����8���]���v�š�U���•���v�]�}�Œ���•�š���+�• ............................... 40+ 
Zelda Gregory (cold, boss’s right hand, disliked) .................. 40+ 
�����Œ�}�o�]�v�������}�}�v���~�•���Œ�����•�Ÿ���U�����}�•�•�[�•���o���L���Z���v���•........................... 40+ 
�^�P�š���t�Ç�o���Œ���~�•�}�o�]���U���v�}���v�}�v�•���v�•���������š�����Ÿ�À���• ............................. 30+ 
Rose Macinery (mousy, willing but “slow”) ...................any age 
�Z�����Z���o���'���Ç���~�(�}�Œ�u���Œ�������š�Œ���•�•�U�����©�Œ�����Ÿ�À���U�������^�À���v�����µ�•���_�• ...........30 
Aileen Wheeler (languid, a “stunner” with fake upper class 
        drawl disguising humble background) .......................... 20+ 
 
�^���«�v�P�W���d�Z�����������l���Œ�}�}�u���}�(�������•�u���o�o�����}�µ�š�µ�Œ�����Z�}�µ�•���U���>�}�v���}�v�X��
Time: 1937. It’s a big day at Christophe et Cie, Mr Bevan will 
announce who he is sending to France to manage a new 
branch in Deauville. Who will it be? Before a decision is an-
�v�}�µ�v�������U�����À���v�š�•���š���l�����������Œ���u���Ÿ�����š�µ�Œ�v���Á�Z���v���}�v�����•�š���+���u���u�����Œ��
���}�o�o���‰�•���•�����v�������]���•�U���‰�}�]�•�}�v�����U�����L���Œ�������o�µ�v���Z���}�(���Œ�������]�š�����µ�Œ�Œ�Ç�X 
 

Any volunteers for backstage welcome 
Any queries contact Cora Gant on 01803 324986 

 
 

�����À���v�������E�}�Ÿ���� 
Flat Spin  

22nd to 27th May 2017 
�~���]�Œ�����š�}�Œ�W���:�]�o�o���W���«�P�Œ���Á�• 

�^���Œ�]�‰�š�•���(�}�Œ���š�Z���������}�À�����‰�Œ�}���µ���Ÿ�}�v���Á�]�o�o�����������À���]�o�����o���U���À�]�������}�Æ��
�K�8�����U���(�Œ�}�u���š�Z�������v�����}�(���E�}�À���u�����Œ�X�������Œ������-through and au-
���]�Ÿ�}�v�•���Á�]�o�o���š���l�����‰�o���������]�v���:���v�µ���Œ�Ç���î�ì�í�ó�X���&�µ�o�o�������š���]�o�•�l�����š���•��
will be in the December Croak. 

���µ���]�Ÿ�}�v�•�W���^�µ�v�����Ç���í�ï�š�Z���E�}�À���u�����Œ�U���î�‰�u 

Diane Swain, 1927 - 2016 
�&�}�Œ���u���v�Ç���Ç�����Œ�•�����]���Á���•�������Œ���P�µ�o���Œ�����š���d�Z�����>�]�©�o�����d�Z�����š�Œ���U���i�}�]�v�]�v�P��
�d�Z�����t�����v���•�����Ç�����o�µ���������Œ�o�Ç���}�v�����v�������©���v���]�v�P���u�����Ÿ�v�P�•�U���•�‰�}�r
�Œ�����]�����o�o�Ç�����š���.�Œ�•�š�U�����µ�š���u�}�Œ�����Œ�������v�š�o�Ç���Z���Œ���o�Ç���u�]�•�•�]�v�P���}�v���X���^�Z����
always had something to say on any subject, but generally 
�Á�]�š�Z�����v�����Ç�����(�}�Œ�������š���]�o�X���K�L���v���•�Z�����Á�}�µ�o�����Œ���u���]�v���•�]�o���v�š���µ�v�Ÿ�o���/��
���•�l�������Z���Œ���}�‰�]�v�]�}�v�U�����v�����š�Z���v���•�Z�����Á���•���}�+�J���,���Œ���o�}�v�P���•�š���P���������r
reer as a ballet dancer, then later running her own theatre 
dance school in Detroit had given her a fund of stories, which 
she re-told, always ending with a laugh. She undertook regu-
�o���Œ���•�Ÿ�v�š�•�����•�������•�š���Á���Œ�����]�v���}�µ�Œ���š�Z�����š�Œ�����Á�]�š�Z���Z���Œ�����o�}�•�����(�Œ�]���v����
Stella.   
 ���]���Á�}�µ�o�����}�L���v�����}�u�����}�µ�š���Á�]�š�Z���š�Z�����µ�v���Æ�‰�����š�����V���š���o���•���}�(��
her brother’s house in Ireland, where she went most sum-
�u���Œ�•���(�}�Œ�������Z�}�o�]�����Ç�U�����v�������}�š���•�������}�µ�š���Z�]�•�������Œ�����Œ���]�v���.�o�u���‰�Œ�}���µ���r
�Ÿ�}�v���]�v���,�}�o�o�Ç�Á�}�}�������v�����š�Z�������]�8���µ�o�Ÿ���•���}�(���Œ�µ�v�v�]�v�P���š�Z�����(���u�]�o�Ç�[�•��
hotel in North Devon.  Some of us will remember the trip The 
Wednesday Club took to Berlin … yes, Berlin … when Di and 
�^�š���o�o�����i�}�]�v�������µ�•�U���•�‰���v���]�v�P�������o�}�š���}�(���Ÿ�u�����]�v���š�Z�����o�}�µ�v�P�����‰�µ�«�v�P��
the world to rights!    
 Di’s memorial service will be at Cockington Church at 
noon on Thursday, 10th November, with readings from 
�t�����v���•�����Ç�����o�µ�����u���u�����Œ�•�X���d�Z���Œ�����Á�]�o�o�������������Œ���Ÿ�Œ�]�v�P�����}�o�o�����Ÿ�}�v�U��
the proceeds of which, as Di’s son Craig tells me, will be divid-
�����������š�Á�����v���Z�}�Á���Œ�}�L�����v�����d�Z�����>�]�©�o�����d�Z�����š�Œ���U���]�v���Œ���u���u���Œ���v������
of all the happy hours she spent with us. Thanks, Di; that re-
membrance goes both ways. 

John Miles 

http://www.toadstheatre.co.uk


 

 

�d�Z���v�l���Ç�}�µ���š�}�����o�o���š�Z�}�•�����Á�Z�}�����©���v���������š�Z����
AGM on 24 October. Nothing untoward 
took place. It amazes me how Alan Tan-
ner manages to make a report on ac-
���}�µ�v�š�•���•�}���]�v�š���Œ���•�Ÿ�v�P�X���d�Z�����.�P�µ�Œ���•���Á���Œ����
good for the year with a surplus of 
£29,686—up from the previous year of 
�¬�í�î�U�ð�ó�ó�X���d�Z�����]�v���Œ�����•�����]�•�����©�Œ�]���µ�š�������š�}��
both reduced expenditure and increased 
income. If you want to know more about 
the AGM, well, you should have come! 
�:�]�o�o���W���«�P�Œ���Á���Á���•���Œ��-elected as Hon. Sec-
retary for a second three-year term. Jon 
Manley, Anna Reynolds, Lisa Fletcher, 
Peter Burcher, and Alec Stokes, were re-
���o�����š�������š�}���š�Z�������}�u�u�]�©�������(�}�Œ�������(�µ�Œ�š�Z���Œ��
�Ç�����Œ�U�����v�����D���Œ�Ÿ�v���t�������]�v�P�š�}�v���Á���•�����o�����š�r
�������š�}���š�Z�������}�u�u�]�©�������(�}�Œ���š�Z�����.�Œ�•�š���Ÿ�u���X���/��
���Æ�š���v���������Á���Œ�u���Á���o���}�u�����š�}���D���Œ�Ÿ�v�X���D���P�r
gie Campbell did not seek re-���o�����Ÿ�}�v��
�����µ�•�]�v�P���š�Z�����À�������v���Ç���.�o�o���������Ç���D���Œ�Ÿ�v�X���t����
thanked Maggie for her service to the 
���}�u�u�]�©�������}�À���Œ���š�Z�Œ�������Ç�����Œ�•�X���,���Œ�����}�v�š�Œ�]�r

���µ�Ÿ�}�v�•���Á�Z�]���Z���Á���Œ���������•�������}�v�������o�]�(���Ÿ�u����
in theatre have been invaluable. I am 
�����o�]�P�Z�š�������š�}���•���Ç���•�Z�����Á�]�o�o�����������}�v�Ÿ�v�µ�]�v�P�����•��
�W�Œ�}���µ���Ÿ�}�v���^�����Œ���š���Œ�Ç���‰�Œ�}�À�]���]�v�P���o�]���]�•�}�v��
between directors and the company. My 
second three year term as Chairman will 
end at the AGM in 2017. I announced to 
�š�Z�����u�����Ÿ�v�P���/���Á�}�µ�o�����v�}�š���������•�����l�]�v�P������
�(�µ�Œ�š�Z���Œ���š���Œ�u�X���/�š���]�•���Ÿ�u�����(�}�Œ���•�}�u���}�v�������o�•����
to have a go.  
 I have to report to you all that Gi-
�v�����D�������v�v���Z���•���•�š�}�}�������}�Á�v�����•�����}�Æ���K�8������
Supervisor. We thank Gina for her ser-
vices to the theatre and wish her well for 
the future. 
  �d�Z�������}�u�u�]�©���������Œ�����Á���o�o�������À���v��������
�]�v���š�Z���]�Œ���‰�Œ���‰���Œ���Ÿ�}�v�•���(�}�Œ���•�����•�}�v���í�ó�l�í�ô�X��
They have drawn up a provisional list of 
plays and we are now having discussions 
�Á�]�š�Z���‰�Œ�}�•�‰�����Ÿ�À�������]�Œ�����š�}�Œ�•�X���,�}�‰���(�µ�o�o�Ç�U���]�š��
won’t be too long before we can an-
nounce the plays for 17/18. 
 

 �K�v�����o���•�š���š�Z�]�v�P���/�����u���Œ���‰�}�Œ�Ÿ�v�P���]�•��
that we have a boiler breakdown and, at 
�š�Z�����Ÿ�u�����}�(���Á�Œ�]�Ÿ�v�P�U���/���Z���À�����v�}���]���������Á�Z���v��
it will be resolved. It looks as if sensors 
which tell us if there is water in the sys-
�š���u�����Œ�����P���«�v�P�����o�}���l�������Á�]�š�Z���.�v�����P�Œ�]�š���]�v��
the water and are falsely reading no wa-
ter pressure. So put on your winter 
�Á�}�}�o�o�]���•���(�}�Œ���š�Z�����Ÿ�u���������]�v�P�J���t�����Á�]�o�o���P���š��
it sorted asap.  

Roger Heath 
(roger-heath@sky.com) 

 
 
 
Meet our newest 
���}�u�u�]�©�������u���u�r
ber—�D���Œ�Ÿ�v���t�����r
dington—soon to 
be playing Scrooge 
in our Christmas 
�‰�Œ�}���µ���Ÿ�}�v�X 

Bijou Theatre Co presents at 
The Palace Theatre, Paignton 

Outside Edge 
By Richard Harris 

Directed by Jill Farrant 
30 November—3rd December 

Tickets: 01803 665800 

Teignmouth Players presents at 
The Ice Factory, Teignmouth 

Macbeth 
By William Shakespeare 
Directed by Roger Sell 
15th—19th November 
Tickets: 01626 778991 

FROM THE CHAIR  

We had an unusual month in October, 
�•�š���Œ�Ÿ�v�P���‹�µ�]���š�o�Ç���Á�]�š�Z�������š�Z�����š�Œ�����Œ���À�]���Á���}�(��
all those memorable plays both at 
TOADS and in other theatres. Surpris-
�]�v�P�o�Ç�U���u���v�Ç���u���v�Ÿ�}�v�������š�Z�����š�Œ�����À�]�•�]�š�•��
made in the 1960s, which shows how 
�š�Z�����•�š���P���������v���]�v�G�µ���v�������Ç�}�µ�v�P���u�]�v���•�X���/��
�•�}�u���Ÿ�u���•���Z���À�����š�Œ�}�µ���o�����]�v���Œ���u���u�����Œ�r
�]�v�P���‰�Œ�}���µ���Ÿ�}�v�•���(�Œ�}�u���o���•�š���Ç�����Œ�U���Ç���š���š�Z����
�}�Œ�]�P�]�v���o���>�}�v���}�v���‰�Œ�}���µ���Ÿ�}�v���}�(���^�t���•�š��
Side Story” is as fresh as ever in my 
memory. Joan next hosted a discussion 
on Nursery Rhymes, with memories 
again being stretched further back into 
our childhoods. 
 �K�µ�Œ���v���Æ�š���u�����Ÿ�v�P���Œ���À�]���Á������
“Move over Mrs Markham”, with a 
unanimous expression of approval. The 

following week we were to discuss the 
�d�}�Œ�����Ç���W�}���š�Œ�Ç���&���•�Ÿ�À���o�U�����Æ�����‰�š���š�Z����
speaker, who was also the keyholder 
(me) was so late (due to roadworks in 
Brixham) that members adjourned for a 
cream tea at a nearby hotel!  
 November starts with Ken Beev-
ers’ illustrated talk on the life of Bill 
Naughton, best known as the chap who 
�Á�Œ�}�š�����Z���o�.���[�X���<���v���Z���•���v�}�š���À�]�•�]�š�������µ�•�������r
fore, but I’ve known him for several 
years as an excellent poet. Then Gay 
White will present “The Ice Sage”, the 
�o���š���•�š���]�v���Z���Œ���•���Œ�]���•���}�(���‹�µ�]�Ì�Ì���•�V�����L���Œ��
which we will review “Macbeth” with 
the cast. It’s a shame that Angela is not 
with us to re-write the script with a 
�Z���‰�‰�Ç�����v���]�v�P�J���&�}�Œ���š�Z�����u�����Ÿ�v�P���}�v���š�Z����

�î�ï�Œ�����Á�����Á�]�o�o�������������o�����Œ���Ÿ�v�P���:�}���v�[�•�����]�Œ�š�Z�r
day (which must be her centennial by 
now, but I’m not spilling the beans). 
 �d�}���Œ�}�µ�v�����}�+���E�}�À���u�����Œ���Á�����Z���À����
a talk on “How to become a Writer” by 
local author Nick Fletcher … which 
�}�µ�P�Z�š���š�}���������(���•���]�v���Ÿ�v�P�����v�����}�(���‰���Œ�Ÿ���µ�o���Œ��
interest to several members I could 
name. 
 We have all been saddened and 
shocked by Di Swain’s death in October. 
I’m sure there will be several Wednes-
day Club members at her remembrance 
service on 10th November, when two of 
us will be reading, by special request of 
Di’s son, Craig.  

John Miles 

Wednesday Club  

November Productions from other Societies 

mailto:(roger-heath@sky.com)


 

 

�>�]�•�š�������Z���Œ�������Œ�����•�}�u�������•�•���v�Ÿ���o�����}�v�š�����š�������r
tails: 
���}�Æ���K�8����  01803 299330 
���}�Æ�}�8�����›�š�}�����•�o�]�©�o���š�Z�����š�Œ���X���}�X�µ�l 
   if you’d like to get 
   involved in 
   front-of-�Z�}�µ�•�������µ�Ÿ���• 

Jon Manley* and/or 07815 323982 
Jackie Tarney  
���}�Æ�}�8�����›�š�}�����•�o�]�©�o���š�Z�����š�Œ���X���}�X�µ�l 
   if you’d like to help in 
   �š�Z�������}�+�������•�Z�}�‰ 

   OR if you’d like to help 
   behind the bar 

�:�]�o�o���W���«�P�Œ���Á�Ž 01803 525071 
�i�]�o�o�‰���«�P�Œ���Á�›�Z�}�š�u���]�o�X���}�u 
   if you’d like to join 
   the wardrobe team 

Anne Jordan  01626 330866 
annepoppy@blueyonder.co.uk 
   if you’d like to join 
   the props team 

Jon Manley*  07815 323982 
jon@jonthepcdoctor.co.uk 
   if you want to submit 
   ���v�����Œ�Ÿ���o�����(�}�Œ�����Œ�}���l 

John Miles  01803 858394 
johnmilesandmiles@gmail.com 
   for Wednesday Club 

���v���Œ���Á���^�Ÿ���•�š�}�v 07976 364412 
orby100@yahoo.com 
   If you’d like to help 
   with set-building 

Al Dunn  07880 734880 
al.dunn@icloud.com 
   If you’d like to get 
   involved with techy 
   �•�š�µ�+ 
 
 
If you want to act, or get involved back-
�•�š���P�����]�v�����v�Ç���‰�Œ�}���µ���Ÿ�}�v�U���}�Œ�����•���‰�Œ�}�‰�•���}�Œ��
prompt, contact the director in each case, 
whose number will always be listed in The 
���Œ�}���l���Á�]�š�Z���š�Z�������µ���]�Ÿ�}�v���]�v�(�}�Œ�u���Ÿ�}�v�X���/�(��

�Ç�}�µ�–�Œ�����•�Ÿ�o�o���v�}�š���•�µ�Œ�����Á�Z�}���š�}�������o�o�U�����v�Ç���u���u�r
�����Œ���}�(���š�Z�������}�u�u�]�©�������Á�]�o�o�����o�Á���Ç�•���Z���o�‰���š�}��
point you to the right person. As well as 
those names marked with an asterisk 
�����}�À���U���š�Z�������}�u�u�]�©�������u���u�����Œ�•�����Œ���W 
 
 
Peter Burcher  07715 019762 
petergburcher@gmail.com 
Alan Tanner  01803 613701 
altan@tqltd.fsnet.co.uk 
Lisa Fletcher  07854 578160 
nothingcompares04@gmail.com 
Roger Heath  01803 296297 
roger-heath@sky.com 
Alec Stokes  01803 872473 
���]���o�•�š�}�l���•�›���Ÿ�v�š���Œ�v���š�X���}�u 
Anna Reynolds 01803 553803 
annareynolds23@hotmail.com 
�D���Œ�Ÿ�v���t�������]�v�P�š�}�v 01803 290038 
�Á�������]�v�P�š�}�v�u���Œ�Ÿ�v�›�Z�}�š�u���]�o�X���}�u 

Do you want to get more involved with TOADS? 
Not sure who to contact? 

  Announcements 
Top-ten author gets 

�]�v�•�‰�]�Œ���Ÿ�}�v���(�Œ�}�u���d�K�����^ 
�����Œ�o�]���Œ���š�Z�]�•���•�µ�u�u���Œ�U���Œ�}�u���v�Ÿ����
comedy writer Chrissie Manby 
came down for a tour of the 
�>�]�©�o�����d�Z�����š�Œ���U�����v�����u���š���À���Œ�]�r
ous TOADS’ members as re-
search for her latest novel ‘A 
Fairytale Christmas’ On 26th 
�E�}�À���u�����Œ���Á�������Œ�����Z�}�•�Ÿ�v�P�����v��
���À���v�š���š�}���Ÿ�����]�v���Á�]�š�Z���š�Z�����o���µ�v���Z��
of the book, in which Chrissie 
will talk about her book, and some of those she met (Roger 
Heath, Anna Reynolds, Lydia Dockray, Jon Manley, Jolyon 
Tuck and Ben Tisdall) will discuss how they helped her put 
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TOADS’ members will probably recognise a lot in the book – 
including two central characters names – one called Ben 
Teesdale and another Jon Manley! Find out who else you 
might recognise, or what else she learnt?! Tickets are priced 
at £7.00 and full details are on the TOADS’ website. 

(libel lawyers not welcome!!) 
 

Volunteer News 
A big thank you to all those volunteers who have come 
forward to register as chaperones—we understand the 
process has been a bit fraught but thank you for your 
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We would welcome any volunteers who wish to give 
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2 to 4pm—although sewing skills would be nice, we do 
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The Committee 

mailto:annepoppy@blueyonder.co.uk
mailto:jon@jonthepcdoctor.co.uk
mailto:johnmilesandmiles@gmail.com
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mailto:nothingcompares04@gmail.com
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mailto:annareynolds23@hotmail.com


 

 

Mon  Tue  Wed  Thu  Fri  Sat  Sun  

 1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 
 

8 9 10 11 12 
 

13 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 
 

21 22 23 24 25 
 

26 27 

28 29 30     

       

Dates for Your Diary November 2016  

 

 
 

Macbeth  
7.30pm 

Macbeth  
7.30pm 

Macbeth  
7.30pm 

Move Over Mrs Markham  

Macbeth  
7.30pm 

Macbeth  
2.30pm & 7.30pm 

Macbeth  
7.30pm 

Wednesday Club 
2.30pm 

Wednesday Club 
2.30pm 

Wednesday Club 
2.30pm 

Wednesday Club 
2.30pm 

Shakespeare Project  
7pm 


