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However, the editor reserves the right to peruse such feedback at his leisure and then completely ignore it. 

The Croak is edited and compiled by: 
Jon Manley (the “crooked cop” one!) 

 
 
 
 

A Bedfull of Foreigners  
By David E Freeman 

7—19 August 2017 Directed by Alan Tanner 
�d�Á�}���(���u���o�����Œ�}�o���•���•�Ÿ�o�o���š�}�������•�š�X 

If interested, please contact Alan Tanner on: 
01803 613701 or altanltd665@gmail.com 

 
 
 

The Hollow  
���Ç�����P���š�Z�������Z�Œ�]�•�Ÿ�� 

11—23 September 2017 Directed by Alec Stokes 
Role Age(ish) 
Sir Henry Angkatell KCB ...................................................... 60+ 
Edward Angkatell ................................................. middle-aged 
Dr John Cristow .................................................... middle-aged 
Det. Sergeant Penny .....................................................any age 
 
�d�Z�����(�}�µ�Œ���u���o�����Œ�}�o���•�������}�À�������Œ�����•�Ÿ�o�o���š�}�������������•�š�X���/�(���]�v�š���Œ���•�š�����U��
please contact: 
���o�������^�š�}�l���•���}�v���ì�í�ô�ì�ï���ô�ó�î�ð�ó�ï���~�^���Œ�]�‰�š�•�����À���]�o�����o�����(�Œ�}�u�����}�Æ���K�8�����• 

 
 
 

Pygmalion  
By Bernard Shaw 

19—24 June 2017 Directed by Anna Reynolds 
���v�Ç�}�v�����Á�Z�}���Á�}�µ�o�����o�]�l�����š�}���������Z���Œ�}�Á���[���]�v���š�Z�����.�Œ�•�š���•�����v�����]�v���W�Ç�P�r
�u���o�]�}�v�M�M�M���/�(���]�v�š���Œ���•�š�������‰�o�����•�������©���v�����š�Z�����.�Œ�•�š���Œ���Z�����Œ�•���o���}�v��
Monday 8th May 
For more details please contact Anna Reynolds 01803 553803 

 
 
 

The Heiress  
By Ruth & Augustus Goetz 

16—21 October 2017 Directed by Ian Cooper 

Role Age(ish) 
���Œ���^�o�}�‰���Œ���~���]�•�Ÿ�v�P�µ�]�•�Z�������D���• ................................................ 60+ 
Catherine (his daughter) ....................................................... 30+ 
Morris Townsend (Catherine’s suitor) ................................... 25+ 
Lavinia Penniman (Aunt to Catherine) ................................... 50+ 
Mrs Montgomery (Morris’ sister) .......................................... 35+ 
Elizabeth Almond (Aunt to Catherine) ................................... 50+ 
Marian Almond (Elizabeth’s daughter) .................................. 25+ 
���Œ�š�Z�µ�Œ���d�}�Á�v�•���v�����~�D���Œ�]���v�[�•���.���v��� �����v�����D�}�Œ�Œ�]�•�[�����}�µ�•�]�v�• ......... 25+ 
Maria (Dr Sloper’s maid) ....................................................... 18+ 
 
�d�Z�]�•�� �]�•�� ���� �������µ�Ÿ�(�µ�o�o�Ç�� ���Œ���L������ �‰�o���Ç�U�� �•���š�� �]�v�� �š�Z���� �o���š���� �í�õ�š�Z�� �����v�š�µ�Œ�Ç�� �]�v��
Washington Square, New York (but it is English spoken!). Cathe-
�Œ�]�v���� �]�•�� ���� �•�Z�Ç�U�� �µ�v�•�}�‰�Z�]�•�Ÿ�����š�����U�� �‰�o���]�v-looking woman; her father, 
Dr Sloper, blames her for the death of her mother, who died giv-
ing birth to her. Morris Townsend courts Catherine, and she be-
�o�]���À���•�� �Z�]�u�� �š�}�� ������ �•�]�v�����Œ���X�� �,���Œ�� �(���š�Z���Œ�� �����o�]���À���•�� �d�}�Á�v�•���v���� �]�•�� ���L���Œ��
�Z���Œ���]�v�Z���Œ�]�š���v�����U�����v�����š�Z�Œ�����š���v�•�����}�š�Z���‰���Œ�Ÿ���•���Á�]�š�Z�����]�•�]�v�Z���Œ�]�š���v�������]�(��
�����š�Z���Œ�]�v�����u���Œ�Œ�]���•���D�}�Œ�Œ�]�•�X�������š�Z���Œ�]�v�������}�v�.�����•���]�v���Z���Œ�����µ�v�š���>���À�]�v�]���U��
and makes plans for her perceived future happiness … 
 

���o�o�����P���•�������v���À���Œ�Ç���(�Œ�}�u���š�Z�����•���Œ�]�‰�š�U�������‰���v�����v�š���}�v�����µ���]�Ÿ�}�v�����•�X 
�^���Œ�]�‰�š�•�����À���]�o�����o�����(�Œ�}�u�����}�Æ���K�8���� 

(please return as soon as you’ve read the script to give others 
the opportunity of doing so) 

 
�/�(���]�v�š���Œ���•�š�����U�����µ�š���µ�v�����o�����š�}�����©���v�������µ���]�Ÿ�}�v�U���‰�o�����•�����o���š���/���v���l�v�}�Á�X��

Any queries, please contact Ian Cooper on 
01803 872926 

ianheth.coops@hotmail.co.uk 

Reading: Sunday 18th June, 2.30pm 
���µ���]�Ÿ�}�v�•�W���^�µ�v�����Ç���î�ñ�š�Z���:�µ�v���U���î�X�ï�ì�‰�u 

http://www.toadstheatre.co.uk
mailto:altanltd665@gmail.com
mailto:ianheth.coops@hotmail.co.uk


 

 

Those of us who do stage managing will 
�l�v�}�Á���š�Z���š���Á�����Z���À���������‰�Œ���©�Ç���]�u�‰�Œ���•�•�]�À����
chair. It has wheels which enable us to 
ride about in the wings. But let me warn 
of my experience. During Hay Fever I 
leaned backwards to pick up a cup of 
���}�+�����U���Á�Z���v���š�Z�������Z���]�Œ���š�}�}�l���}�+���]�v���������]�Œ���µ�r
lar movement and I found myself head-
ing towards a set door (blue and over-
sized) leading to the stage. I acted 
promptly, stopping myself from entering 
�š�Z���������Ÿ�}�v�����}�u�‰�o���š�����Á�]�š�Z�������Œ�‰�Z�}�v���•�����v����
���}�+�����X���^�µ�‰�‰�}�•�]�v�P���/���Z���������v�š���Œ�������š�Z�����•���š��
on my wheeled chariot—what could I 
have done to assure the cast and audi-
���v�������š�Z���š���/���Á���•���‰���Œ�š���}�(���š�Z���������Ÿ�}�v�M�����o�o��
�•�µ�P�P���•�Ÿ�}�v�•���Á���o���}�u�����X 
 �E�}�š���}�v�o�Ç�����}���Á�����Z���À�����š�Z�]�•���(���v�š���•�Ÿ����
trolley chair but we have also been pro-
vided with an amazing array of extra 
���µ�©�}�v�•�X���d�Z�����������l�•�š���P���������o�o���•�Ç�•�š���u���(���]�o������
�•�}�u�����Ÿ�u�������P�}�X�����o���Œ�]�P�P�������µ�‰�������š���u�‰�}�Œ���Œ�Ç��

system using a mike on a stand with an 
���u�‰�o�]�.���Œ���š�}�����v�����o�����^�D�•���š�}�����}�u�u�µ�v�]�����š����
with the cast. The front-of-house call 
system (the disembodied voice of Jon 
Manley) also failed. With the new sys-
tem, the SM now has a proper method 
�}�(�����}�u�u�µ�v�]�����Ÿ�v�P���Á�]�š�Z���š�Z���������•�š���P�]�À�]�v�P��
�š�Z���u���š�Z���]�Œ�������o�o�•�����v���������v���•���š���}�+���š�Z����
�D���v�o���Ç�•���]�v���•�Ç�v���Z�Œ�}�v�]�•���Ÿ�}�v�X���/�������o�]���À����
also that the system allows the SM to 
address the audience with such an-
nouncements as “I am addressing you 
from the carpark. I suggest you all get 
�}�µ�š���‰���‹�U���š�Z�����‰�o���������]�•���}�v���.�Œ���_�X���W�Œ���•�µ�u���r
bly when the Manley says “the perfor-
mance is about to begin”, the stage 
manager can announce “Oh no it is not, 
the leading lady has just broken her leg”. 
 Ann Jordan and her props team 
are undertaking a major sort out of the 
�o�]�P�Z�š���.�«�v�P�•�����v�����Á���o�o�‰���‰���Œ���µ�•�������š�}���������}�r
rate the stage. These are stored in the 

�}�o�����}�Œ�P���v���o�}�L���}�v���•�Z���o�À���•���v���Æ�š���š�}���š�Z����
technical store. These shelves have be-
come overloaded and need extra brac-
�]�v�P�X���&���Á�����]�Œ�����š�}�Œ�•���u���v���P�����š�}���.�v�����š�Z���•����
�]�š���u�•�U�����v�����š�Z�����}�‰�Ÿ�}�v�•�����À���]�o�����o�����(�}�Œ���š�Z���]�Œ��
�•���š�•�X���t�������Œ�����o�}�}�l�]�v�P���(�}�Œ�����o�š���Œ�v���Ÿ�À�����•�š�}�Œ�r
age so directors can more conveniently 
�•�������Á�Z���š���Á�����Z���À���X���h�v�Ÿ�o���š�Z�]�•���‰�Œ�}���o���u���]�•��
resolved, things are going to be a bit un-
�Ÿ���Ç���������l�•�š���P���X�� 
 I recently did a PowerPoint 
�‰�Œ���•���v�š���Ÿ�}�v�������}�µ�š���š�Z�����š�Z�����š�Œ�����š�}���š�Z����
Torquay Probus Club. The PowerPoint 
material was produced by one of our life 
�u���u�����Œ�•�U���>�]�v�����������Á�]�•�U���Á�Z�}���‰���Œ�Ÿ���]�‰���š������
���Ç���P�]�À�]�v�P���š�Z�����������l�P�Œ�}�µ�v�����š�}���š�Z�����>�]�©�o����
Theatre’s origins. I intend to keep the 
�W�}�Á���Œ�W�}�]�v�š���‰�Œ���•���v�š���Ÿ�}�v���}�v�������u���u�}�Œ�Ç��
�•�Ÿ���l���(�}�Œ���(�µ�š�µ�Œ�����µ�•���l�š���o�l�•�X���d�Z���š���]�•�������}�µ�š��
all for now. 

Roger Heath 

Shiphay ADS presents at 
St John’s Church Hall, Shiphay 

‘Allo ‘Allo 
���Ç���:���Œ���u�Ç���>�o�}�Ç�����˜�������À�]�������Œ�}�L 

���]�Œ�����š���������Ç���Z�����Œ�•���}�©�U���>�����}�µ�Œ�š�}�v���˜���:���Z���� 
18th—20th May 

Tickets: 07821 601658 

Dawlish Musical Theatre Co presents at 
�d�Z�����^�Z���L���•���µ�Œ�Ç���d�Z�����š�Œ���U�������Á�o�]�•�Z 

Singin’ in the Rain 
���Ç�������©�Ç�����}�u�����v���˜�������}�o�‰�Z���'�Œ�����v 

Directed by Maggie Campbell 
16th—21st May 

Tickets: 01626 863061 

FROM THE CHAIR  

Now that May is upon us with a venge-
ance, the Theresa in full blossom … but 
there’s more to come on that subject at 
Wednesday Club! With some very good 
���©���v�����v�����•���]�v�����‰�Œ�]�o�U���š�Z���Œ�����u�µ�•�š���Z���À����
�������v���‰�Œ�����]�}�µ�•���o�]�©�o�������o�š���Œ�v���Ÿ�À�������v�š���Œ�r
tainment in Torbay, although we did 
�Z���À�����•�}�u�������Æ�����o�o���v�š���‰�Œ���•���v�š���Ÿ�}�v�•�X 
 The recently-discovered Agatha 
mystery ‘The Case of the Disappearing 
Cake’ was solved. It had been staged 
before, it seems. 
 With Roger away on Chicken Pox 
Duty, Jon Manley stepped in to give us 
�}�µ�Œ�����v�v�µ���o���‰�Œ���•���v�š���Ÿ�}�v���}�(���d�}�����•�[���v���Á��
season. This had a familiar ring to it 
with many popular plays and familiar 
���]�Œ�����š�}�Œ�•���.�o�o�]�v�P���š�Z�����‰�Œ�}�P�Œ���u�u���U���‰�o�µ�•��
�•�}�u�����]�v�š�Œ�]�P�µ�]�v�P���v���Á���Ÿ�š�o���•�X 
 �d�Z�����v���Æ�š���š�Á�}���u�����Ÿ�v�P�•���Á���Œ�����š���l�r
���v���µ�‰�����Ç�������(�µ�o�o���•���Œ�����v�]�v�P���}�(���D���Œ�Ÿ�v���t�����r

���]�v�P�š�}�v�[�•���u���P�v�]�.�����v�š���u�µ�•�]�����o�U��
�^�'���o�]�o���}�_�X���d�Z�����(�µ�o�o���Z�}�µ�•�����š�Z���•�������©�Œ�����š������
�P���À�������v���}�À���Œ�Á�Z���o�u�]�v�P�o�Ç�����v�š�Z�µ�•�]���•�Ÿ����
response, with the hope that this might 
be shown to a wider audience. The fol-
lowing week, John Hall came up with 
another of his mind-bending quizzes … 
won by the Robbins’ Team. 
 Ah, May! We start the month 
with our review of ‘Death in High 
Heels’, which several non-Toads friends 
have already told me is very good and is 
certainly drawing the punters. 
 �d�Z���v�U���i�µ�•�š�����•���Á���[�����(�}�Œ�P�}�©���v���š�Z����
�Œ�]�P�}�µ�Œ�•���}�(���Z���Œ���‹�µ���•�Ÿ�}�v�•�U���'���Ç���t�Z�]�š�����Œ���r
turns to torment us with another quiz. 
 The following week we have a 
discussion triggered by comments Rog-
er made in the last ‘Croak’ concerning 
�š�Z�����À���o�µ�����}�(���š�Z�����š�Œ�]�����o�����Œ�]�Ÿ���]�•�u�V���š�Z����
bedrock of The Wednesday Club. ‘You 

were wonderful, Dahhling’ may explain 
a few ground rules and dispel some 
doubts. 
 �d�Z���v�U���‰�Œ�]�}�Œ���š�}���š�Z�����v���Æ�š�����o�����Ÿ�}�v�U��
Joy Horne will adjudicate in a discussion 
which was originally planned as a re-
view of Brexit, but has since been 
eclipsed by The Snap. ‘Private Fears, 
�D���i�}�Œ���t�}�Œ�Œ�]���•�U���'���v���Œ���o�����o�����Ÿ�}�v�[�����}�µ�o����
be a one-sided debate, as it was with 
our pre-���Œ���Æ�]�š���u�����Ÿ�v�P�X���d�Z���Œ���[�•���������}�v�µ�•��
for club members as Suzy and I will be 
on holiday that week … in the EU. 
 �d�Z�����u�}�v�š�Z���Œ�}�µ�v���•���}�+���Á�]�š�Z�������Œ���r
view of ‘Flat Spin’, and June starts with 
a long-awaited talk on The Memory 
Cafe Project … but more of that next 
�Ÿ�u���V���µ�v�o���•�•���/���(�}�Œ�P���š���Y 

John Miles 

Wednesday Club  

May Productions from other Societies 



 

 

�>�]�•�š�������Z���Œ�������Œ�����•�}�u�������•�•���v�Ÿ���o�����}�v�š�����š�������r
tails: 
���}�Æ���K�8����  01803 299330 
���}�Æ�}�8�����›�š�}�����•�o�]�©�o���š�Z�����š�Œ���X���}�X�µ�l 
   if you’d like to get 
   involved in 
   front-of-�Z�}�µ�•�������µ�Ÿ���• 

Jon Manley* and/or 07815 323982 
Jackie Tarney  
���}�Æ�}�8�����›�š�}�����•�o�]�©�o���š�Z�����š�Œ���X���}�X�µ�l 
   if you’d like to help in 
   �š�Z�������}�+�������•�Z�}�‰ 

   OR if you’d like to help 
   behind the bar 

�:�]�o�o���W���«�P�Œ���Á�Ž 01803 525071 
�i�]�o�o�‰���«�P�Œ���Á�›�Z�}�š�u���]�o�X���}�u 
   if you’d like to join 
   the wardrobe team 

Anne Jordan  01626 330866 
annepoppy@blueyonder.co.uk 
   if you’d like to join 
   the props team 

Jon Manley*  07815 323982 
jon@jonthepcdoctor.co.uk 
   if you want to submit 
   ���v�����Œ�Ÿ���o�����(�}�Œ�����Œ�}���l 

John Miles  01803 858394 
johnmilesandmiles@gmail.com 
   for Wednesday Club 

���v���Œ���Á���^�Ÿ���•�š�}�v 07976 364412 
orby100@yahoo.com 
   If you’d like to help 
   with set-building 

Al Dunn  07880 734880 
al.dunn@icloud.com 
   If you’d like to get 
   involved with techy 
   �•�š�µ�+ 
 
 
If you want to act, or get involved back-
�•�š���P�����]�v�����v�Ç���‰�Œ�}���µ���Ÿ�}�v�U���}�Œ�����•���‰�Œ�}�‰�•���}�Œ��
prompt, contact the director in each case, 
whose number will always be listed in The 
���Œ�}���l���Á�]�š�Z���š�Z�������µ���]�Ÿ�}�v���]�v�(�}�Œ�u���Ÿ�}�v�X���/�(��

�Ç�}�µ�–�Œ�����•�Ÿ�o�o���v�}�š���•�µ�Œ�����Á�Z�}���š�}�������o�o�U�����v�Ç���u���u�r
�����Œ���}�(���š�Z�������}�u�u�]�©�������Á�]�o�o�����o�Á���Ç�•���Z���o�‰���š�}��
point you to the right person. As well as 
those names marked with an asterisk 
�����}�À���U���š�Z�������}�u�u�]�©�������u���u�����Œ�•�����Œ���W 
 
 
Peter Burcher  07715 019762 
petergburcher@gmail.com 
Alan Tanner  01803 613701 
altanltd665@gmail.com 
Lisa Fletcher  07854 578160 
nothingcompares04@gmail.com 
Roger Heath  01803 296297 
roger-heath@sky.com 
Alec Stokes  01803 872473 
���]���o�•�š�}�l���•�›���Ÿ�v�š���Œ�v���š�X���}�u 
Anna Reynolds 01803 553803 
annareynolds23@hotmail.com 
�D���Œ�Ÿ�v���t�������]�v�P�š�}�v 01803 290038 
�Á�������]�v�P�š�}�v�u���Œ�Ÿ�v�›�Z�}�š�u���]�o�X���}�u 

Do you want to get more involved with TOADS? 
Not sure who to contact? 

  Announcements 
Bad News … Very Bad News!! 

 
�����Œ�����v�������}�+�������^�Z�}�‰���W�Œ�]�������Z�]�•���• 

 
�t�]�š�Z�����+�����š���(�Œ�}�u���í�•�š���:�µ�o�Ç���î�ì�í�ó���~�š�Z�����v���Á�•���•�����•�}�v�•�U���š�Z���Œ�����Á�]�o�o��
�������•�}�u�����‰�Œ�]�������Œ�]�•���•���]�v���š�Z���������Œ�����v�������}�+�������•�Z�}�‰�X���h�v�(�}�Œ�š�µ�v���š���r
ly, wholesale prices have been rising steadily; blame has 
�������v�����©�Œ�]���µ�š�������š�}�����Œ���Æ�]�š���Á�}�Œ�Œ�]���•�����v�����¬�l�¨�����Æ���Z���v�P�����Œ���š���•��
(their words not mine). 
 

Bar 
All mixers (juices, tonics, soda) will rise from £1.20 to £1.50 
�~�š�Z�����u���v�µ�(�����š�µ�Œ���Œ�•���Z���À�������µ�v�v�]�v�P�o�Ç���]�v���Œ�����•�������š�Z�������}�©�o���������r
pacity by 1/4 and increased the price by 1/3). 
Wine—medium and large glasses to increase by 50p, i.e. 
�¬�ï�X�ñ�ì���˜���¬�ð�X�ñ�ì���Œ���•�‰�����Ÿ�À���o�Ç���~�•�u���o�o���P�o���•�•���Œ���u���]�v�•���¬�î�X�ñ�ì�•�X 
All other bar prices remain unchanged. 
 

���}�+�������•�Z�}�‰ 
�&�]�o�š���Œ�����}�+������will increase to £1.30 per cup (from £1.20). 
���}�+�������u�����Z�]�v�������Œ�]�v�l�•���~�o���©���U�������‰�‰�µ�����]�v�}�U���Z�}�š�����Z�}���U�����š���•���Á�]�o�o��
increase to £1.70 (from £1.50). 

Jon Manley 

Theatre Cleaner Required 
 
The Theatre needs a temporary cleaner, to help our 
���Æ�]�•�Ÿ�v�P�����o�����v�]�v�P���•�š���+�U���(�}�Œ���š�Z�����•�µ�u�u���Œ�X 
 If you might be interested, and would like more 
details, please contact 
 

Lynne Davis on: 
01803 203425 or 07598 861370 

 
 
 

Disabled access 
 

Could all FOH volunteers please note: disabled access 
is now gained via the side door, near the stage door. 
�d�Z�]�•���o�������•�����]�Œ�����š�o�Ç���š�}���š�Z�������µ���]�š�}�Œ�]�µ�u�U���v���P���Ÿ�v�P���š�Z����
�v�������•�•�]�š�Ç���(�}�Œ���Á�Z�����o���Z���]�Œ�•���š�}���v���P�}�Ÿ���š�����š�Z���������Œ�����Œ�����X��
Exterior signs are in place and there is a push-���µ�©�}�v��
�����o�o���š�Z���š���‰���š�Œ�}�v�•�������v���Œ�]�v�P���(�}�Œ�����©���v�Ÿ�}�v�X 

mailto:annepoppy@blueyonder.co.uk
mailto:jon@jonthepcdoctor.co.uk
mailto:johnmilesandmiles@gmail.com
mailto:orby100@yahoo.com
mailto:al.dunn@icloud.com
mailto:petergburcher@gmail.com
mailto:altanltd665@gmail.com
mailto:nothingcompares04@gmail.com
mailto:roger-heath@sky.com
mailto:annareynolds23@hotmail.com
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Dates for Your Diary May 2017  

 

 
 

Flat Spin  
7.30pm 

Death in High Heels  

Flat Spin  
7.30pm 

Flat Spin  
2.30pm & 7.30pm 

Flat Spin  
7.30pm 

Wednesday Club 
2.30pm 

Wednesday Club 
2.30pm 

Wednesday Club 
2.30pm 

Wednesday Club 
2.30pm 

Flat Spin  
7.30pm 

Flat Spin  
7.30pm 

Flat Spin  
Charity—7.30pm 

Wednesday Club 
2.30pm 


