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However, the editor reserves the right to peruse such feedback at his leisure and then completely ignore it. 

The Croak is edited and compiled by: 
Jon Manley (the “sinister” one!) 

The Perfect Murder  
By Peter James 

15—20 January 2018  ���]�Œ�����š���������Ç���:�]�o�o���W���«�P�Œ���Á 

 
Role Age(ish) 
Victor ................................................................................. 50s 
�<���u�]�o�����~�^�•�l�]�v�v�Ç�����Œ�}���Ÿ���v�_�• .................................................. 20s 
Joan (Victor’s wife—”could do with losing a few pounds”—
changes hair and appearance in Act I) ................................. 40s 
�Z�}�Ç���'�Œ���������~�����š�����Ÿ�À���• ......................................................... 30s 
Don (Joan’s new man, solid build) ................................ 40s/50s 
 
Victor Smiley and his wife Joan have been married for a long 
�Ÿ�u���X�����µ�š���š�Z���]�Œ���u���Œ�Œ�]���P�����Z���•���Œ�������Z���������Œ�]�•�]�•���‰�}�]�v�š�����v�����s�]���š�}�Œ���Z���•��
decided that there is only one way to get Joan out of his life 
forever... but he’s about to get a nasty surprise. As a young 
�����š�����Ÿ�À�����Z�}�Ç���'�Œ���������•�š���Œ�š�•���š�}���]�v�À���•�Ÿ�P���š�����Z�]�•���À���Œ�Ç���.�Œ�•�š���Z�}�u�]���]������
case, dark forces intervene and he begins to realise that noth-
ing is quite as it seems… 

All ages quoted above are approximate! 
 

���v�Ç���‹�µ���Œ�]���•�U�����}�v�š�����š���:�]�o�o���W���«�P�Œ���Á���}�v 
�i�]�o�o�‰���«�P�Œ���Á�›�Z�}�š�u���]�o�X���}�u 

Telephone 01803 525071 or 07889 919504 

Sleuth  
���Ç�����v�š�Z�}�v�Ç���^���Z���+���Œ 

19—24 March 2018  Directed by Anna Reynolds 

 
Role Age(ish) 
���v���Œ���Á���t�Ç�l�����~�‰�}�Á���Œ�(�µ�o�o�Ç�����Z���Œ�]�•�u���Ÿ���• .......................... 50 to 70 
�D�]�o�}���d�]�v���o�����~�u�µ�•�š���������Œ�����•�}�v�����o�Ç���.�š 
       and able to be disguised as another character) ........ 30 to 50 
 
�d�Z�����µ�o�Ÿ�u���š�����P���u�����}�(�������š-and-mouse is played out in a cozy Eng-
lish country house owned by celebrated mystery writer, Andrew 
Wyke. Invited guest Milo Tindle, a young rival who shares not 
only Wyke’s love of the game but also his wife, has come to lay 
���o���]�u�X���Z���À���v�P�����]�•�������À�]�•���������v�����u�µ�Œ�����Œ�•���‰�o�}�©���������•���š�Z�����š�Á�}���‰�o���v��
�š�Z�����µ�o�Ÿ�u���š�����Á�Z�}���µ�v�v�]�š�X 
 
These are two challenging roles so not for the faint of heart!! 
 

�^���Œ�]�‰�š�•���v�}�Á�����À���]�o�����o�����(�Œ�}�u�����}�Æ���}�8���� 
Any queries, please contact Anna Reynolds on 01803 553803 

 

���y�d�Z�������µ���]�Ÿ�}�v�•���š�}���������Z���o���W 
�W�Œ���À�]�}�µ�•�����µ���]�Ÿ�}�v�����•���Á�]�o�o���������v�}�Ÿ�.���������]�Œ�����š�o�Ç 

���µ���]�Ÿ�}�v�•�W���^�µ�v�����Ç���î�ò�š�Z���E�}�À���u�����Œ�U���î�X�ï�ì�‰�u 
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Well, here it is my 71st blog. It should 
have been no 72 but when I went to 
Scotland some years ago there were 
���]�8���µ�o�Ÿ���•���]�v���P���«�v�P���u�Ç�����o�}�P���š�}���:�}�v�X���^�}��
�v�}���u�}�Œ�����(�Œ�}�u���u�������L���Œ���/���Z���À�����•�š�}�}����
down at the AGM which you are all go-
�]�v�P���š�}�����©���v�����}�v���ï�ì�š�Z���K���š�}�����Œ���š�}�����o�����š��
my successor. So what about my succes-
sor? What bits of advice would I give 
them? 
 �&�]�Œ�•�š�o�Ç�U���o�}�}�l�����L���Œ���š�Z�����u���u�����Œ�•�Z�]�‰��
- Be nice to everyone (not always easy), 
listen to what people have to say and try 
�š�}���u�}�Ÿ�À���š�����š�Z���u���š�}���(�}���µ�•���}�v���š�Z�����š�Z�����r
tre and get the best out of them and 
�Á�Z���š���š�Z���Ç���Z���À�����š�}���}�+���Œ�U���Z�}�Á���À���Œ�����]�8�r
cult some people may try to be. Some 
�‰���}�‰�o�������Œ�������Æ���o�µ�•�]�À���o�Ç���u�}�Ÿ�À���š���������Ç��

�š�Z���]�Œ���}�Á�v�����P���v�����•���Á�]�š�Z���o�]�©�o�����]�v�š���Œ���•�š���]�v��
the theatre. Show them the door. 
 The building - Above all else, it 
must be safe for both us as members 
���v���U���]�v���‰���Œ�Ÿ���µ�o���Œ�U���š�Z�����‰�µ���o�]���X�����}���v�}�š��
skimp on maintenance or allow DIY re-
pairs where safety is an issue. Make sure 
�]�š���]�•���Á���o�o���u���]�v�š���]�v�����U���‰���Œ�Ÿ���µ�o���Œ�o�Ç���š�Z����
�P�µ�©���Œ�]�v�P�����v�����š�Z�����Œ�}�}�(�X 
 The programme - Make sure we 
put on plays that entertain our audi-
ences. We need them to keep coming 
back. It is their money that keeps us in 
���µ�•�]�v���•�•�X���/�š���]�•���š���u�‰�Ÿ�v�P���š�}���‰�µ�š���}�v���•�}�u���r
�š�Z�]�v�P���Z�]�P�Z�o�Ç���}�Œ�]�P�]�v���o���}�Œ���Œ���À�}�o�µ�Ÿ�}�v���Œ�Ç�X���d�}��
those who suggest we should do more 
�^���Z���o�o���v�P�]�v�P�_���•�š�µ�+�U���/���}�+���Œ���š�Z���u���š�Z����
chance to hire the theatre and in return 

�(�}�Œ���š�Z���u���š�}���l�����‰���š�Z�������}�Æ���K�8�������Œ�������]�‰�š�•�X��
No one in my 6 years as Chairman has 
�š���l���v���u�����µ�‰���}�v���u�Ç���}�+���Œ�X 
 A warning - The role of Chairman 
�����Œ�Œ�]���•���v�}���i�}���������•���Œ�]�‰�Ÿ�}�v�U���]�š���]�•���µ�v�Œ���r
�o���v�Ÿ�v�P�U���î�ð�l�ó�U���v�}�š���u���v�Ç���Œ�µ�o���•���š�}���P�µ�]������
���v�����•�µ�‰�‰�}�Œ�š���Ç�}�µ�U�����u�}�Ÿ�}�v���o�o�Ç�����Œ���]�v�]�v�P�U��
�•�š�Œ���•�•�(�µ�o�U�����Æ�Z�]�o���Œ���Ÿ�v�P�U�����v�����P�Œ�����š���(�µ�v�X���/��
�Á�]�o�o���u�]�•�•���]�š�����µ�š���š�Z���Œ�������}�u���•�������Ÿ�u�����š�}��
�Z���v�����}�À���Œ�����v�����v�}�Á���]�•���š�Z���š���Ÿ�u���X���d�Z���v�l��
you to all my readers. Goodbye and may 
the force be with you. Oh! Just one more 
thing. Aren’t the photos in the bar area 
�(���v�š���•�Ÿ���M���d�Z���v�l���Ç�}�µ�U���D���Œ�Ÿ�v���t�������]�v�P�r
ton for organising them. Yes, I really 
�Z���À�����.�v�]�•�Z�������v�}�Á�X���K�Z���v�}�U���š�Z���Œ�����/�^���}�v�����Y 

Roger Heath 

Bijou Theatre Co presents at 
The Palace Theatre, Paignton 

Dangerous Obsession 
By N J Crisp 

Directed by Anna Reynolds 
11th—14th October 

Tickets: 01803 665800 

Shiphay ADS presents at 
St John’s Church Hall, Shiphay 

Last of the Summer Wine 
By Roy Clarke 

���]�Œ�����š���������Ç���Z�]���Z���Œ�������Œ�•���}�© 
5th—7th October 

Tickets: 07821 601658 

�d�K�W�^���D�µ�•�]�����o���W�Œ�}���µ���Ÿ�}�v�•���‰�Œ���•���v�š�•�����š 
The Princess Theatre, Torquay 

Priscilla, Queen of the Desert 
Team: Joe McNulty, 

Rob Young, Tracey Loveridge 
25th—28th October 

Tickets: 0844 871 3023 

FROM THE CHAIR  

Suzy and I were not available for the 
�.�Œ�•�š���u�����Ÿ�v�P���Y���^�t�Z���š���Á�������]�����]�v���š�Z����
Holidays”, because we were on holiday! 
John Hall presided, including a review of 
‘A Bedfull of Foreigners’, which had 
gone down well with the punters. It was 
�]�v�š���Œ���•�Ÿ�v�P���š�}���•�������š�Z�����}�o�����Á�}�}�����v��
‘radiator’ resurrected … it was made for 
�š�Z�����o���•�š���Ÿ�u�����Á�������]�����Z�������(�µ�o�o�[���Y���‰�o�µ�•��
some good new actors making their 
�.�Œ�•�š�����‰�‰�����Œ���v�����•���(�}�Œ���d�}�����•�X 
 The next week we had an old 
stop-gap session … “Desert Island Disc”. 
This once again went very well, with a 
�‹�µ�]�Œ�l�Ç���•���o�����Ÿ�}�v���}�(���Z�d�Z���•�����Á�����Z���À����
�>�}�À�����[���(�}�Œ���}�µ�Œ���]�v���]�À�]���µ���o�����������}�o�o�����Ÿ�}�v�•�X��
Coincidentally two people brought the 
same disc to play … so we had double-
doings of ‘Salad Days’ but no ‘vin-
regrets’ … Jim and Thea brought an hi-
larious disc of Terry Wogan’s  risqué 
‘Janet and John’ monologues, with the 
promise that they will play more as the 
Winter progresses. Joan might have to 
explain some of the innuendo to me; 
I’ve lead a sheltered life … 

 There being no forthcoming sug-
�P���•�Ÿ�}�v�•���(�}�Œ���š�Z�����v���Æ�š���Á�����l�U���Z�]�š�����‰�Œ�}�r
posed that we each talk about a society 
or group we had once belonged to, or 
something surprising in our lives, pref-
���Œ�����o�Ç���]�v���}�Œ�‰�}�Œ���Ÿ�v�P���•�}�u�������u�µ�•�]�v�P�����v�r
ecdote … and it worked! We had some 
intriguing insights into the lives of our 
members; some strange tales and some 
‘dark horse’ moments, too. 
 �d�Z�����u�}�v�š�Z���.�v�]�•�Z�������Á�]�š�Z�������Œ���À�]���Á��
of ‘The Hollow’ with director and cast 
�u���u�����Œ�•���]�v�����©���v�����v�����X�����}�Æ���}�8�������Œ���r
ceipts were good, and everyone com-
mented on how well the cast members 
had ‘gelled’. This came across in their 
performance. Several Wedders people 
�Z�������v�}�š���•�����v���š�Z�����‰�Œ�}���µ���Ÿ�}�v�U�����µ�š���v���À���Œ��
mind, just wait a while and it will be 
performed again in The Bay soon. 
 �^�š���Œ�Ÿ�v�P���K���š�}�����Œ���Á�]�š�Z�������G�}�µ�Œ�]�•�Z�U��
we have Audrey Cross and Mike Rob-
���]�v�•���������l�����L���Œ���š�Z�����Z�µ�P�����•�µ�������•�•���}�(���š�Z���]�Œ��
�o���•�š���‰�Œ���•���v�š���Ÿ�}�v�X���d�Z�]�•���Ÿ�u�����š�Z���Ç���Á�]�o�o��
regale us with poems and prose on 
travel. “Travelling with Texts” comes 

�Z�]�P�Z�o�Ç���Œ�����}�u�u���v�������X���d�Z�����G�}�Á�]�v�P���Á�����l��
we have a ‘return by popular demand’ 
visit from Dave Harding. “Another 
���Z���v�P�����(�Œ�}�u���D�µ�•�]���_���]�•���������}�v�Ÿ�v�µ���Ÿ�}�v���}�(��
�Z�]�•���Z�]�o���Œ�]�}�µ�•���.�Œ�•�š���À�]�•�]�š���š�}���d�Z�������o�µ���X 
 �D���v���Ç���^���+���Œ�š�U���Á�Z�}���Á���•�����v�����]�Œ��
hostess for BOAC, and was involved in a 
notorious highjack, will tell us to 
‘Tighten your Seatbelts’, but she won’t 
�����������u�}�v�•�š�Œ���Ÿ�v�P���š�Z�����}�Æ�Ç�P���v���u���•�l�•��
�š�Z�]�•���Ÿ�u���X���������Z���Œ�]�š�����o�������}�o�o�����Ÿ�}�v���Á�]�o�o��
follow her talk. 
 �d�Z���Œ�����Á�]�o�o�������������‰�Œ���•���v�š���Ÿ�}�v�����Ç��
Teignmouth Poets as part of the Torbay 
�&���•�Ÿ�À���o���]�v���d�}�����•�[�����}�+�������o�}�µ�v�P���V��
10.30am, 23rd October. 
 We will review The Heiress in our 
�o���•�š���K���š�}�����Œ���u�����Ÿ�v�P�X���D���u�����Œ�•�����Œ����
reminded to search their piggy banks, 
sock drawers and sofa crannies for old 
£1 coins, as they will soon not be legal 
tender. I will accept the old coins up 
�µ�v�Ÿ�o���š�Z�������v�����}�(���K���š�}�����Œ���Y�����L���Œ���Á�Z�]���Z��
it’s ‘All Change’. 

John Miles 

Wednesday Club  

October Productions from other Societies 



 

 

�>�]�•�š�������Z���Œ�������Œ�����•�}�u�������•�•���v�Ÿ���o�����}�v�š�����š�������r
tails: 
���}�Æ���K�8����  01803 299330 
���}�Æ�}�8�����›�š�}�����•�o�]�©�o���š�Z�����š�Œ���X���}�X�µ�l 
   if you’d like to get 
   involved in 
   front-of-�Z�}�µ�•�������µ�Ÿ���• 

Jon Manley* and/or 07815 323982 
Jackie Tarney  
���}�Æ�}�8�����›�š�}�����•�o�]�©�o���š�Z�����š�Œ���X���}�X�µ�l 
   if you’d like to help in 
   �š�Z�������}�+�������•�Z�}�‰ 

   OR if you’d like to help 
   behind the bar 

�:�]�o�o���W���«�P�Œ���Á�Ž 01803 525071 
�i�]�o�o�‰���«�P�Œ���Á�›�Z�}�š�u���]�o�X���}�u 
   if you’d like to join 
   the wardrobe team 

Anne Jordan  01626 330866 
annepoppy@blueyonder.co.uk 
   if you’d like to join 
   the props team 

Jon Manley*  07815 323982 
jon@jonthepcdoctor.co.uk 
   if you want to submit 
   ���v�����Œ�Ÿ���o�����(�}�Œ�����Œ�}���l 

John Miles  01803 858394 
johnmilesandmiles@gmail.com 
   for Wednesday Club 

���v���Œ���Á���^�Ÿ���•�š�}�v 07976 364412 
orby100@yahoo.com 
   If you’d like to help 
   with set-building 

Al Dunn  07880 734880 
al.dunn@icloud.com 
   If you’d like to get 
   involved with techy 
   �•�š�µ�+ 
 
 
If you want to act, or get involved back-
�•�š���P�����]�v�����v�Ç���‰�Œ�}���µ���Ÿ�}�v�U���}�Œ�����•���‰�Œ�}�‰�•���}�Œ��
prompt, contact the director in each case, 
whose number will always be listed in The 
���Œ�}���l���Á�]�š�Z���š�Z�������µ���]�Ÿ�}�v���]�v�(�}�Œ�u���Ÿ�}�v�X���/�(��

�Ç�}�µ�–�Œ�����•�Ÿ�o�o���v�}�š���•�µ�Œ�����Á�Z�}���š�}�������o�o�U�����v�Ç���u���u�r
�����Œ���}�(���š�Z�������}�u�u�]�©�������Á�]�o�o�����o�Á���Ç�•���Z���o�‰���š�}��
point you to the right person. As well as 
those names marked with an asterisk 
�����}�À���U���š�Z�������}�u�u�]�©�������u���u�����Œ�•�����Œ���W 
 
 
Peter Burcher  07715 019762 
petergburcher@gmail.com 
Alan Tanner  01803 613701 
altanltd665@gmail.com 
Lisa Fletcher  07854 578160 
nothingcompares04@gmail.com 
Roger Heath  01803 296297 
roger-heath@sky.com 
Alec Stokes  01803 872473 
���]���o�•�š�}�l���•�›���Ÿ�v�š���Œ�v���š�X���}�u 
Anna Reynolds 01803 553803 
annareynolds23@hotmail.com 
�D���Œ�Ÿ�v���t�������]�v�P�š�}�v 01803 290038 
�Á�������]�v�P�š�}�v�u���Œ�Ÿ�v�›�Z�}�š�u���]�o�X���}�u 

Do you want to get more involved with TOADS? 
Not sure who to contact? 

  Announcements 

���]�Œ�����š�}�Œ�•�����v�����‰�}�š���v�Ÿ���o�����]�Œ�����š�}�Œ�• 
Many thanks to all those who turned up on the even-
ing of 26th September for a get-together re directors, 
�‰�}�š���v�Ÿ���o�����]�Œ�����š�}�Œ�•�U�����v�����š�Z�����•���o�����Ÿ�}�v���š�Z���Œ���}�(���~�}�Œ���v�}�š�•�X��
�/�š���Á���•�����v���]�v�(�}�Œ�u���o���u�����Ÿ�v�P���Á�Z�]���Z���•�����u�•���š�}���Z���À����
yielded great interest for the future. 

The Committee 
 

Music Hall and Memories 
Sunday 19th November 

 
�d�Z�����K�o�������µ�o�o�����v�������µ�•�Z�����}�u�‰���v�Ç���}�(�����Œ�Ÿ�•�š���•�����Œ�����Œ���r
�š�µ�Œ�v�]�v�P���š�}���š�Z�����>�]�©�o�����d�Z�����š�Œ�����Á�]�š�Z���������Œ���v�����v���Á���À���Œ�•�]�}�v��
of their popular entertainment. As usual all the mon-
ey raised will be donated to the theatre, with a buck-
���š�����}�o�o�����Ÿ�}�v���(�}�Œ���Z�}�Á���Œ�}�L�X 
 There are a few familiar faces in the company, 
including Maggie Campbell, Steve Collings and Steve 
Wreford, so, if you want to support Toads at the 
�>�]�©�o�����d�Z�����š�Œ�������v�����Z���À�������v�����v�i�}�Ç�����o�������À���v�]�v�P�U�����}�u����
along and sing along—Curtain up at 7.30pm! 

TOADS AGM 2017 
�E�}�u�]�v���Ÿ�}�v�•�����Œ�����•�Ÿ�o�o���}�‰���v���(�}�Œ�����}�u�u�]�©�������u���u�����Œ�•���(�}�Œ���š�Z����
year commencing 30th October 2017. 
 
   Do you wish to be part of the decision-making process? 
   �����v���Ç�}�µ���}�+���Œ�����}�v�•�š�Œ�µ���Ÿ�À���������À�]�������š�}���Z���o�‰���Œ�µ�v���d�K�����^�M 
   �d�Z���v���Á�Z�Ç���v�}�š���Œ�µ�v���(�}�Œ�����}�u�u�]�©�����M�M 
 
We meet once a month, normally a Tuesday evening. We 
���v���}�µ�Œ���P�������v�Ç�l���o�o���‰�}�š���v�Ÿ���o�����}�u�u�]�©�������u���u�����Œ�•���š�}���i�}�]�v���µ�•��
and see things from the “sharp end”. 
 This year, at our AGM, we will also supply some 
“nibbles” and all drinks will be half-price on the night. 
 Please remember, as it’s our AGM night, this is only 
open to members. Please join us—you’d be most wel-
come!! 
 

FOH volunteers 
�W�o�����•�����P�]�À�������•���u�µ���Z���v�}�Ÿ���������•���Ç�}�µ�������v���]�(���Ç�}�µ�[�Œ�����µ�v�����o�����š�}��
undertake your FOH duty. We have had a few instances 
�Œ�������v�š�o�Ç���Á�Z���Œ�����Á�����o�����l�������&�K�,���•�š���+���(�}�Œ���‰���Œ�(�}�Œ�u���v�����•�X��
Please note: if any problems should occur at a perfor-
�u���v�����U�����]�8���µ�o�Ÿ���•�����Œ�]�•�����Á�Z���v���&�K�,���•�š���+�����Œ���������•���v�š�X 

mailto:annepoppy@blueyonder.co.uk
mailto:jon@jonthepcdoctor.co.uk
mailto:johnmilesandmiles@gmail.com
mailto:orby100@yahoo.com
mailto:al.dunn@icloud.com
mailto:petergburcher@gmail.com
mailto:altanltd665@gmail.com
mailto:nothingcompares04@gmail.com
mailto:roger-heath@sky.com
mailto:annareynolds23@hotmail.com
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Dates for Your Diary October 2017  

 

 
 

The Hollow  

The Heiress  
7.30pm 

The Heiress  
2.30pm & 7.30pm 

The Heiress  
7.30pm 

The Heiress  
7.30pm 

The Heiress  
7.30pm 

The Heiress (charity)  
7.30pm 

Wednesday Club  
2.30pm 

Wednesday Club  
2.30pm 

The Heiress  
7.30pm 

Wednesday Club  
2.30pm 

Wednesday Club  
2.30pm 

AGM 2017  
7.30pm 


