
 

 

 C R O A K 
 

 

                                      FROM THE CHAIR 
 
Autumn is upon us! The weather has cooled but our passion for the-

atre remains ardent (note: must look up the meaning of ardent). 
Monday 29th October is, of course, our AGM. Your presence (and pre-

�•���v�š�•�•���Á�}�µ�o�����������u�}�•�š���Á���o���}�u���X�����v�Ç���v�}�u�]�v���Ÿ�}�v�•���}�Œ���‰�Œ�}�‰�}�•���o�•���v���������š�}��������
�•�µ���u�]�©���������Ç���&�Œ�]�����Ç���ñth October at the latest. We may well be sharing the 
�š�Z�����š�Œ���U���}�v���š�Z���š�����À���v�]�v�P�U���Á�]�š�Z�������P�Œ�}�µ�‰���.�o�u�]�v�P���]�v���š�Z�������µ���]�š�}�Œ�]�µ�u�X�������‰���v���]�v�P��
�}�v���Á�Z���š�Z���Œ���}�Œ���v�}�š���š�Z���Ç���.�v�]�•�Z�������(�}�Œ�����Á�������Œ�Œ�]�À���U���š�Z�������'�D���u���Ç���������Z���o�����]�v���š�Z����
���}�+�������•�Z�}�‰���~�•�����Ÿ�v�P���Á�]�o�o�����������Œ�Œ���v�P���������v�����š�����o���•���Œ���u�}�À�����l�����i�µ�•�š�����•�X���/�(��
you’re looking for someone to blame re this clash of events, look no further 
than the extraordinarily handsome chap you all know and love (cough, 
cough). OK, I cocked up!! 

�Z�������v�š�o�Ç�U���/���•���v�š���}�µ�š���(�}�Œ�u�•���š�}�����o�o���š�Z�}�•�����u���u�����Œ�•���Á�Z�}���Z�������Ÿ���l�������Ç���•��
�š�}�����]�Œ�����Ÿ�v�P���}�v���š�Z���]�Œ���u���u�����Œ�•�Z�]�‰���(�}�Œ�u�•�X���^�}�u�����Z���À�����]�v�š���Œ�‰�Œ���š�������š�Z�]�•�����•�������]�v�P��
asked to direct – this is not the case. It was only fair to send said form to all 
�š�Z�}�•�����Á�Z�}���Z���������Æ�‰�Œ���•�•���������v���]�v�š���Œ���•�š�U���Á�Z���š�Z���Œ���}�Œ���v�}�š���š�Z���Ç���Z���������v�Ç�����]�Œ�����Ÿ�v�P��
���Æ�‰���Œ�]���v�����X���d�}���š�Z�}�•�����‰�}�š���v�Ÿ���o�����]�Œ�����š�}�Œ�•���Á�Z�}���(�����o���š�Z���Ç�����}�v’t have to submit a 
form, please do – you will not be considered otherwise. It may seem bureau-
���Œ���Ÿ�������µ�š���š�Z���Ç���Z���o�‰���µ�•���}�Œ�P���v�]�•�����}�µ�Œ���•�����•�}�v�������o���v�����Œ���u�}�Œ�������8���]���v�š�o�Ç�X 

���•�����o�Á���Ç�•�U�����š���š�Z�]�•���Ÿ�u�����}�(���Ç�����Œ�U���š�Z�����•���o�����Ÿ�}�v���}�(���‰�o���Ç�•���(�}�Œ���š�Z�����(�}�o�o�}�Á�r
�]�v�P���•�����•�}�v���š���l���•���µ�‰�������Z�µ�P�������u�}�µ�v�š���}�(�����}�u�u�]�©�������Ÿ�u�������v�������+�}�Œ�š�X���t�������Œ����
�À���Œ�Ç�����Á���Œ�����š�Z���š���š�Z�]�•�����µ�Œ�Œ���v�š���•�����•�}�v���Á�]�o�o���������.�v���v���]���o�o�Ç�����Z���o�o���v�P�]�v�P���~���•������
whole, last year didn’�š�����}�����Œ�]�o�o�]���v�š�o�Ç�����]�š�Z���Œ�•�X���t�����Z���À�������o�Œ�������Ç�����}�u�u�]�©�������š�}��
�•�‰���v���]�v�P���}�À���Œ���¬�î�ñ�U�ì�ì�ì���}�v���•�}�u�����Œ�}�}�.�v�P���~�v�����Œ�o�Ç���.�v�]�•�Z�����•�U���•�}���Á�����Z���À�����š�}��������
���À���v���u�}�Œ�����u�]�v���(�µ�o���}�(�����Æ�‰���v�•���•�����v�����]�v���}�u���X���K�L���v�U���u���u�����Œ�•���Á�]�o�o���•�š���š�����š�Z���š��
“money isn’t everything” and it isn’t, but it is a really big “something” and 
we mustn’�š�����}�u�‰�Œ�}�u�]�•�����}�µ�Œ���.�v���v���]���o���•�����µ�Œ�]�š�Ç���(�}�Œ���š�Z�����•���l�����}�(�������(���Á���‰���•�•�]�}�v�l
vanity projects. 

�d�Z�������'�D�����Á���]�š�•�����v���������v���Á�����}�u�u�]�©�������Á�]�o�o���•�}�}�v���Z���À�����š�Z�����}�‰�‰�}�Œ�š�µ�v�]�r
ty to see, for themselves, just how involved and taxing, yet rewarding, it is to 
run such a well-�Œ���‰�µ�š�������}�Œ�P���v�]�•���Ÿ�}�v�X 

 
Jon Manley (char man (I make great tea)) 

 ‘Welcome…. 
 �^�}�U���Z���Œ�����Á�������Œ�����]�v���K���š�}�����Œ�����o�Œ�������Ç�����v�����Ÿ�u�����š�}���Z�]�����Œ�v���š���J�����t���o�o�U���š�Z���š’s how it 
�(�����o�•���Á�]�š�Z���š�Z�������À���v�]�v�P�•�������Œ���Á�]�v�P���]�v�����v�����š�Z�����u�}�Œ�v�]�v�P�•���P���«�v�P���������]�š���v�]�‰�‰�Ç�X�����µ�š�U��
�Á�Z���š�������������µ�Ÿ�(�µ�o���Z���Œ�À���•�š���u�}�}�v�����š�Z�]�•���Ç�����Œ�U���]�v���(�����š�U�����Œ�����š�Z-taking. Just like  our 
very own Chair, who’s on glowing form this month, with anecdotes, and dozy 
�v�}�š���•�U�����v�����o�]�©�o�����o�]�v���•���}�(���Á�Z�]�u�•�Ç�X���E�}��‘On The Spot’ this month, what with the 
AGM and all, but it’ll be back next month with another Toads member reveal-
ing some of their  wonderful theatre  experiences. Turning back the clocks, 
you might say... 
                  Have a spooky-�P�}�}�����Ÿ�u�������š�Z�]�•���,���o�o�}�Á�����v 
                                                                                           �%�H�H���+�X�W�m�•�–�Q�J�a��Editor               

              It Could Be  Any One Of Us   
                       SEPTEMBER  2018      
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Production & Other News  
                  
                               * NOTICE BOARD * 
 
Note from the Committee: 
 
Not long to go before the AGM so please remember to get 
your committee nominations in before 5th October.  
     Time is running out! 
We don’ t bite, but we are 
hungry for new committee 
members! We are a friendly 
bunch of like minded people 
who work hard and welcome 
ideas  from everyone.  
  
Please note: Due to unforeseen circumstances, the AGM 
will be held in the coffee shop. 
29th October 2018 at 7.30 pm. 
 
 
SCRIPTS:  
These scripts are now in the box office for your perusal: 
Trap For A  Lonely Man. 
My Mother Said I Never Should. 
          
 
Rotary Club  Concert News 
 
From Roger Heath 
 
The Rotary Club of Torquay are organising a concert at St 
Matthias Church on Friday 12 October 7 for 7.30 by The 
Riviera Concert Brass and The Torbay Police Choir in aid 
of Rotary funds .  
Tickets £7.50 available through Roger Heath  
Roger-heath@sky.com .  

                              Wednesday Club 
                                October 2018 
 
Ah! The ‘�^�����•�}�v���}�(���u�]�•�•�������~�}�‰�‰�}�Œ�š�µ�v�]�Ÿ���•�•�����v�����u���o�o�}�Á��
fruityness’ is upon us, as our thoughts turn to wood 
�.�Œ���•�����v�������Z�]�o���o���]�v�•�X���^�µ�Ì�Ç�����v�����/��‘logged on’ for the Win-
ter when a man from the fuel merchants delivered two 
dumpy bags full.   
We had a bumper turn-out for the ‘Memory Cafe’, with 
���v�����v�š�Z�µ�•�]���•�Ÿ�������µ���]���v�������(�}�Œ���d�Z�����������������}�u�������h�l�µ�o���o����
Players. There’s a surprise... we may need to spill into 
the auditorium if numbers increase!   
�K�µ�Œ���.�Œ�•�š���}�8���]���o���u�����Ÿ�v�P���Á���•��‘What we did in the Holi-
days”. It was good to see Kate Liversedge back with us 
���L���Œ���������]�8���µ�o�š���(���Á���u�}�v�š�Z�•�X���:�}���v���]�•���µ�v�(�}�Œ�š�µ�v���š���o�Ç���]�v��
hospital in Exeter, but will soon be moved to Torbay. 
���À���Œ�Ç�}�v�������o�•�����•�����u�������.�v���X�X�X�X���h�v�o�]�l�����š�Z�����t�������]�v�P��
Guest... ‘older, but no wiser’. .  
Our ‘POETSFriday’ with Deborah Treliving was rather 
thin on the ground, however it was good to welcome 
Nigel to read a couple of his own poems.  
The review of ‘It could be any one of Us’ went well, 
with more praise heaped on the actors and director 
than on the script!  
Our ‘Desert Island Disc’ �•���•�•�]�}�v���Á���v�š���u�µ���Z�������©���Œ���š�Z���v��
I’d expected, with David Gent holding forth at great 
�o���v�P�š�Z�J�����•���š�Z�]�•���u�����Ÿ�v�P���Á���•���Z���o�����]�v���u���u�}�Œ�Ç���}�(�������À�]����
Ward, it was good to see Cecily with us... let’s hope 
she’ll return in the future.   
October starts with a new topic... ‘My Moment of 
Fame’, chaired by Cora. Please come along and tell us 
�����}�µ�š���•�}�u���š�Z�]�v�P�����Æ���]�Ÿ�v�P���Á�Z�]���Z���Z���•���Z���‰�‰���v�������š�}���Ç�}�µ�X�X�X��
when you kicked the Queen’s corgi; how you spent two 
�v�]�P�Z�š�•���o�}���l�������]�v���������µ�‰���}���Œ�����Á�]�š�Z���:�}�v���D���v�o���Ç�V���š�Z���š���Ÿ�u����
you went to open a door (on stage) and the doorknob 
�����u�����}�+���]�v���Ç�}�µ�Œ���Z���v���J�����'�}���}�v�U�����À���Œ�Ç�}�v�����Z���•�������u���u�}�r
rable incident!  
On Friday 5th we have another  ‘Memory Cafe’, with 
�Z�}�P���Œ���,�����š�Z���Z�}�o���]�v�P���š�Z�����(�}�Œ�š���š�Z�]�•���Ÿ�u���U���š�Z���v���š�Z�����(�}�o�o�}�Á�r
ing week Brenda Loosemore tells us of her ‘No Holds, 
Bard’ experiences with Shakespeare. Brenda is an old 
favourite at Wedders, and I’m sure this latest talk will 
be just ‘As you Like It’.  
On Friday 12th at 2.00pm. we have another ‘Acumen’ 
�u�����Ÿ�v�P�U���Á�Z���v���š�Á�}���������}�u�‰�o�]�•�Z�������‰�}���š�•���Á�]�o�o���Œ���������š�}���µ�•�U��
�(�}�o�o�}�Á���������Ç�������l�v�}���l�}�µ�š���‰�}���š�Œ�Ç�����}�u�‰���Ÿ�Ÿ�}�v���}�‰���v���š�}�����o�o�X�� 
‘Over my dead Body’ will next be reviewed with mem-
bers of the cast, and the following week we have John 
Hall’s ‘�Y�µ�]�v�š���•�•���v�Ÿ���o�o�Ç���Y�µ�]�Ì�Ì�Ç’ event.  
�K�µ�Œ���v���Æ�š���u�����Ÿ�v�P�U���}�v���š�Z�����d�Z�]�Œ���������Ç�����L���Œ���š�Z�����o���•�š���‰���Œ�r
formance, will be to discuss ‘Jesus Christ, Superstar’... 
Toads (SM)...our sister company’�•���‰�Œ�}���µ���Ÿ�}�v�����š���d�Z����
�>�]�©�o�����d�Z�����š�Œ���X���X�X�X�����v�����š�Z���v���Á�����•�š���Œ�š�����P���]�v���Á�]�š�Z�����v�}�š�Z���Œ��
‘Memory Cafe’ on 3rd November.  
Don’t tell me you’re bored ‘cos there’s nothing to do!  
 
                                                                       John Miles .  

                Diary Dates  
              OCTOBER 2018 
          
*      �ñ�š�Z���K���š�������}�u�u�]�©���������v�}�u�]�v���Ÿ�}�v�•���� 
        
        8th—13th Over My Dead Body 
 
*     29th October AGM 7.30 pm  
          
                        Tadpoles     
                Tuesdays 6.30 pm  
                       Term Time        
 
    3rd October  Wednesday Club     
                         2.30 pm 
*         5th Memory Café  
*         12th Acumen Poetry  2.00 pm  
*         3rd Nov Memory Café  
*          �ð�š�Z�����E�}�À���������•�Ÿ�v�P��‘My Mother  
Said I never Should.’ 2.00 pm 
           
            ���}�Æ���K�8�������W���ì�í�ô�ì�ï���î�õ�õ���ï�ï�ì������ 
 

 
 
 Quote of the Month 
 
‘A theatre is the most 
important sort of 
house in the world 
because that's where 
people are shown 
what they could be if 
they wanted and what 
they'd like to be if they 
dared to and what 
they really are.’ 
             Tove Jansson 
 
Tove Marika Jansson 
was a Swedish-
speaking Finnish  
author, novelist,  
painter, illustrator and 
comic strip author  

mailto:Roger-heath@sky.com


 

 

Production & Other News  

               Productions from other companies 

 
Anne Jordan - Propping in! 

Props Update  

First the good news - I have finished the comprehensive Props Database!  It will be on display from next week in the 
yellow file at the bottom of the stairs to the rehearsal rooms.  THERE WILL BE MISTAKES AND OMISSIONS!  It is 
impossible to keep up with the changes, but we can amend it as necessary.  

Now the bad news.  We have quite a few newspapers and magazines amassed now, some period and some made 
up.  However, they are getting very tatty and soon will be useless for the stage.  So, we have decided, 1) not to lend 
out any to other societies, and 2) to try to make copies of the outer covers so better condition newspapers can be 
mocked-up.  We would appreciate any help and advice with this:  we need ideas of places that will do photocopying 
of large items (newspaper broadsheet size), also we need old newspapers that have some black and white pag-
es.  Most have colour on every page, which will not look right if a newspaper is opened on stage during a period 
play.  Please email me with ideas, and leave any newspapers outside the Props Room.  Many thanks. 

Finally,  I would like to say a big thank you to Christine, Jackie, Di and Bob for holding the fort while I was away and 
resting after the operation.  In particular, thank you to Christine Hannuth who has done such a good job of renting out 
props, collecting money, putting props away and coming in on days other than Tuesdays to help everyone find what 
they need.  I hope she  will continue with all that as I have rather enjoyed my rest!  Ha, ha!  I hope to be back next 
week. 

Anne Jordan      

01626 330866       

annepoppy@blueyonder.co.uk 

16-20th October. 7.30pm 
‘Off the Hook’  by Derek Benfield. Directed by Jo Buckland. 
Dawlish Repertory. Shaftsbury Theatre, Dawlish.  01626 
863061 

 4-6th October 7.30pm 
‘Hi de Hi!  by Perry, Croft, Carpenter and Gower. Director, 
Clive Nyquist 
Shiphay Am Dram. SADS. St John’s Hall, Cadewell Lane.   
www.shiphayamdram.co.uk  07821 601 658 

18-20th October. 7.30pm. 
‘Humble Boy’  by Charlotte Jones, directed by Louisa Wilde 
Bovey Tracey Players, Dolphin Hotel, Bovey Tracey  
www.boveytraceyplayers.org 

18-20th October. 7.30pm. 
‘Demons’  by Richard Everett, directed by Phil Wesley-
Harkcom. 3tc at The Ice Factory Studio Theatre, Teign-
mouth. 01626 778991.   www.teignmouthplayers.com  
www.ticketsource.co.uk    

 
 
           By 
Charlotte Keatley 
 
 Director : 
 Maggie  
 Campbell. 
 
 
 

Production dates  18th-23rd March 2019. Charity Performance 
Sat: 16th March 2019. 
Casting for this production will take the form of a workshop to 
be held on Sunday 4th November at 2-0.Please ensure that you 
have read the play beforehand ( scripts will be available at the 
theatre, nag Mr Manley!! ). 
               Characters: ( all female, sorry gents! ). 
 
 Doris. …… 'actual' age70+  playing age range 5, 23, 40, 51, 61, 
71, 82,87. 
  
Margaret…...'actual' age 56, playing age range 9, 20, 38, 40, 48, 
51, 56. 
  
Jackie………'actual' age 34, playing age range 9, 18, 19, 27, 30, 
34, 35. 
 Rosie. ……..'actual' age 15, playing age range 8, 11, 15. 
  
In order for this piece to work the performers need to be close to 
the 'actual' age. 
 Please try to attend the workshop, as it will be very difficult to 
see folk in 'isolation', this is very much an ensemble piece. 
 If you want to discuss anything with me please contact me on 
01626-865774 or mail peterwmaggiec@talktalk.net.    
                                                                                    Maggie  

mailto:annepoppy@blueyonder.co.uk
http://www.shiphayamdram.co.uk/
http://www.boveytraceyplayers.org/
http://www.teignmouthplayers.com/
http://www.ticketsource.co.uk
mailto:peterwmaggiec@talktalk.net


 

 

        ON THE SPOT                                                       Toads Contacts 

�>�]�•�š�������Z���Œ�������Œ�����•�}�u�������•�•���v�Ÿ���o�����}�v�š�����š�������š���]�o�•�W 
 
���}�Æ���K�8����  01803 299330 
���}�Æ�}�8�����›�š�}�����•�š�Z�����š�Œ���X���}�X�µ�l 
                  if you’d like to get 
               involved in front-of-�Z�}�µ�•�������µ�Ÿ���• 
Jon Manley*               
chairman@toadstheatre.co.uk 
Jackie Tarney             07815 323982 
���}�Æ�}�8�����›�š�}�����•�š�Z�����š�Œ���X���}�X�µ�l 
                            If you’d like to help 
                        behind the bar 

�:�]�o�o���W���«�P�Œ���Á�Ž             01803 525071 
secretary@toadstheatre.co.uk 
                             if you’d like to join 
               the wardrobe team 

Anne Jordan             01626 330866 
annepoppy@blueyonder.co.uk 
                                        if you’d like to join 
                       the props team 

Joy Book                       07704 584953  
Joybook9597@gmail.com 
                                                   If you’d like to help 
                                                     �/�v���š�Z�������}�+�������•�Z�}�‰ 
 
Brenda Hutchings*      07800 644508 
�u���Œ�l���Ÿ�v�P�›�š�}�����•�š�Z�����š�Œ���X���}�X�µ�l�� 
                                              if you’d like to submit 
                                                  ���v�����Œ�Ÿ���o�����(�}�Œ�����Œ�}���l 
 
John Miles     01803 858394 
johnmilesandmiles@gmail.com 
              for Wednesday Club 

 
���v���Œ���Á���^�Ÿ���•�š�}�v 07976 364412 
orby100@yahoo.com 
                If you’d like to help 
                    with set-building 

Al Dunn  07880 734880 
al.dunn@icloud.com               If you’d like to get 
                              �]�v�À�}�o�À�������Á�]�š�Z���š�����Z�Ç���•�š�µ�+ 
  
If you want to act, or get involved backstage in 
���v�Ç���‰�Œ�}���µ���Ÿ�}�v�U���}�Œ�����•���‰�Œ�}�‰�•���}�Œ���‰�Œ�}�u�‰�š�U�����}�v�š�����š��
the director in each case, whose number will 
���o�Á���Ç�•���������o�]�•�š�������]�v���d�Z�������Œ�}���l���Á�]�š�Z���š�Z�������µ���]�Ÿ�}�v��
�]�v�(�}�Œ�u���Ÿ�}�v�X���/�(���Ç�}�µ�–�Œ�����•�Ÿ�o�o���v�}�š���•�µ�Œ�����Á�Z�}���š�}�������o�o�U��
���v�Ç���u���u�����Œ���}�(���š�Z�������}�u�u�]�©�������Á�]�o�o�����o�Á���Ç�•���Z���o�‰��
to point you to the right person. As well as 
those names marked with an asterisk above, 
�š�Z�������}�u�u�]�©�������u���u�����Œ�•�����Œ���W 
Peter Burcher                       07715 019762 
petergburcher@gmail.com 
Alan Tanner                       01803 613701 
treasurer@toadsheatre.co.uk  
Lisa Fletcher                       01803 299330 
membership@toadstheatre.co.uk  
Anna Reynolds                      01803 553803 
annareynolds23@hotmail.com 
�D���Œ�Ÿ�v���t�������]�v�P�š�}�v                      01803 290038 
�Á�������]�v�P�š�}�v�u���Œ�Ÿ�v�›�Z�}�š�u���]�o�X���}�u 

 
  
 
     OCTOBER 
 
  Mon 8th/ Sat 13th 
 
      Directed by 
    
    Anna Reynolds 
 

 

 

     OCTOBER 

  Sat 20th/ Sat 27th 

     Presented by  

    TOADS Stage  

Musical   Company 

 

 

 

     NOVEMBER 

  Mon 19th/ Sat 24th 

      Directed by 

     Bevis Taylor  

 

 

    

     DECEMBER  

        Mon 10th  

          7.30 pm 

    Words 4 Voices 

 

 

 

   DECEMBER 

Mon 17th/ Sat 22nd  

     Directed by 

      Alec Stokes 


